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This spring and summer, our watershed 

stewardship group, along with 7 others in the 

province, and with the support of the 

Saskatchewan Association of Watersheds (SAW) 

and Environment and Climate Change Canada 

(ECCC), piloted the Saskatchewan Tree for Life 

Program.  The program is a climate change 

initiative that helps encourage planting trees 

and shrubs for climate change mitigation.  As a 

tree grows, it absorbs carbon dioxide (CO2) and 

stores it in it’s biomass, in dead organic matter 

and in soils.  This means that the carbon uptake 

by trees reduces the rate that carbon 

accumulates in the atmosphere.  A 10-year-old 

tree absorbs 48 pounds of CO2 each year. 

In May and June over 27,000 trees were given 

away and planted province-wide! This program 

was quite successful - trees were dispersed in a 

matter of days!  Trees were given to schools, 

communities, parks, and individuals on a first 

come, first served basis across the province.   

As part of the initiative, people were asked to 

share their opinion and knowledge of climate 

change through an online survey.  The survey’s 

purpose will be to help guide programming 

about climate change.  Programs will provide 

information that will help us understand what 

climate change is, what it means to us and what 

we can do to help mitigate it.  Two surveys are 

available – one for young people and one for 

adults.  Results of the surveys will be compiled 

and analyzed later in the year.   

 

 

We also asked people to take a picture 

with their planted tree!  We wanted to 

see as many trees as possible in the 

ground, in their new homes!  To 

encourage people to share, those who 

submitted a photo will be entered into 

a draw, which will be made in the fall. 

We would like to thank all who have 

participated in this program.  We 

would also like to encourage everyone 

to take the Climate Change Survey – 

whether you received a tree or not, 

please fill in the survey!  As a thank 

you, you will be entered to win a $500 

gift card!  You can find the survey 

at  visit https://saskwatersheds.ca/

saskatchewan-tree-for-life-program/ 

Over 2000 trees went to students 

throughout 9 RMs and the City of 

Moose Jaw. For a full list of the schools 

that received trees in our watershed, 

please see the last page of this 

newsletter. 

 



Gibson Energy Purple 

Loosestrife Removal 

Purple loosestrife is an invasive plant that 

is native to Europe and Asia and has been 

introduced to North America since the 

early 1800s. Purple loosestrife can choke 

out native vegetation, lower the value of 

the wetland for wildlife, and can clog 

irrigation and drainage ditches 

(natureconservancy.ca). 

The plant can grow up to 1.5 meters tall, it 

can have multiple flower stalks, and it 

flowers in July and August. The flowers are 

a fuchsia/purple colour, with 5 petals.  

On August 4th the MJRWS employees and 

a team of volunteers got together to 

manually pull a purple loosestrife patch 

along the river. This is the second year we 

have tackled this patch and plan to return 

yearly to monitor the site.  

The plants were pulled before going to 

seed to try and prevent the plants from 

reproducing and spreading.  

Our purple loosestrife pull was sponsored 

by Gibson Energy.  

SaskEnergy Leafy Spurge 

Beetle Collection Days 

The MJRWS have been collecting Leafy 

Spurge Beetles for land owners in our 

region for many years. Leafy Spurge is a 

growing problem and the demand for 

beetles was exceeding our manpower. 

This year on July 6th and 7th, we asked 

locals to volunteer to collect beetles with 

us. We had a great turn out and managed 

to collected over 50,000 beetles!  

These beetles will be distributed 

throughout our watershed and act as a 

biocontrol against the weed. There are 

many ways to manage invasive species, 

and an integrated approach is often 

needed. 

If you are interested in joining us next 

year or if you would like beetles for your 

land please contact us and we will be sure 

to include you next year. 

This event was sponsored by SaskEnergy. 



Aquatic Invasive 
Species 
Each summer, Watershed Stewardship 
Groups around Saskatchewan monitor 
numerous lakes for invasive Zebra and 
Quagga mussels. The MJRWS have 
monitored the Watson Reservoir for 
many years, but this year we are also 
monitoring Plaxton’s Lake in Moose Jaw.  

Extensive efforts go towards preventing 
the introduction of Zebra & Quagga 
mussels due to the detrimental impact 
they have. These finger-nail-sized mussels 
do substantial damage to the freshwater 
lakes they infest. Originating from 
Europe, they have no natural predator 
here in North America, so they reproduce 
prolifically wherever they end up, putting 
our Saskatchewan lakes at risk. They are 
filter feeders, meaning most waterborne 
nutrients are used up, starving the lake. 
They attach themselves to underwater 
infrastructure, boat motors, docks, and 
clog intake pipes. It is not just Zebra & 
Quagga mussels that cause problems; 
other Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) 
including invasive species of fish, plants, 
aquatic invertebrates, etc. pose threats to 
our waters. 
 

If you are out at the lakes this summer, 
make sure to clean, drain and dry any 
equipment you use before going to 
another lake. Help stop the spread of AIS 
and keep our waters sustainable for 
generations to come.  

 

City of Moose Jaw 

A.E. Peacock Collegiate 

Central Collegiate 
Institute 

Cornerstone Christian 
School 

Ecole Palliser Heights 

Empire School  

Lindale School (RM 161) 

Prairie South Virtual 
School 

Riverview Collegiate 
Institute 

Sacred Heart 

Sunningdale School 

St. Agnes School 

St. Mary School 

St. Michael School 

Westmount  

William Grayson 

 

Rural Schools 

Avonlea School (RM 100) 

Caronport Elementary 
School (RM 162) 

Central Butte School (RM 
194) 

Eyebrow School (RM 193) 

Milestone School (RM 99) 

Mortlach School (RM 
163) 

Ogema School (RM 70) 

Pangman School (RM 69) 

Proudly supported by 

Follow us! 

 Moose Jaw River Watershed Stewards 

mjrwatershedstewards 
Contact us 

#3-16 Lancaster Rd. 

Moose Jaw, SK 

S6J 1M3 

(306) 691 3399 

www.mjriver.com 

admin@mjriver.ca 

Schools that Received Trees 

through the TFL Program 

Each school in the watershed was contacted 

to see if they would like trees for their 

students in grades 5 and up as a part of the 

Tree for Life Program. We had 23 schools 

within 9 RMs and the City of Moose Jaw 

participate. 


